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STOCKLEY ACADEMY

Background
Stockley Academy is an independent 11-19 Academy
based in Middlesex that specialises in Science and
Technology.

Aftab Ahmed, Director of ICT Services, initially enquired
about setting up a School Radio Station so that students
could engage in broadcasting their own shows to
complement the music curriculum and to develop a
range of learning skills in communication, literacy, public
speaking, creativity and team working.

The music department have been interested in setting up
an Academy wide radio station for some time now. The
idea to broadcast live radio shows over the Academies
network as well as the Internet is particularly appealing
to show the outside world the skills our students possess.
A number of students have also expressed a keen interest
to produce their own radio shows and conduct
interviews with special guests.

Why Streaming?

There were two key factors which influenced my decision
to work with Streaming Ltd on this project. The first was
the software’s user friendly interface which students
would use when operating the radio station. Some
systems we had seen were overly complex and required a
lot of technical know-how in order to operate. By keeping
things simple the radio station will get a lot more use and
require very little maintenance overhead. Another bonus
to the system is the automated Podcasting facility. When
a student finishes broadcasting, the radio station will
showcase their work within a publicly viewable playback
page. This is ideal for promoting student talent and
getting individual efforts recognised within the Academy.

The second reason we chose Streaming was the potential
to stream video content using the same software the
School Radio Station was built around. The idea of
bolting on a video library which we call “StockleyTube” is
an ideal opportunity for students to upload their video's
whether it is something related to media studies or them
creating music videos to show their creative skills.
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The Solution

Streaming put together a complete School Radio Station
package to include all the necessary equipment,
software and onsite installation.

Training was an essential component for us because we
wanted to hit the ground running. It was paramount
that students were trained on how to operate the station
from the very beginning. If not we knew we would risk
compromising the high level of enthusiasm the students
would have for the new station.

Mission Accomplished

The School Radio Station has only been live for a short
time and we have already seen a large number of
Podcasts added to the listener page. I'm just glad it
comes with a search facility as | can see our library of
broadcasts growing significantly!
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